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	What will my Early Learning and Childcare setting look like? [image: ][image: ]	
Here are some possible options...[image: ][image: ]Key principles
· Spaces need to be flexible - we need to be ready to adapt according to the needs/changing interests of the children
· The learning behind the resources is more important than the resources themselves. If certain resources cannot be offered, consider what could be offered instead, to develop the same skills
· Involve the children in creating the areas together
· Create nurturing cosy spaces for children
· Adult interactions are key
· Adults will be working with a smaller group, so will have time and space to interact  with the children, looking after them and keeping them safe
· Children will need access to role play/small world resources and mark making every day as this is an important way to allow them to express themselves
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Staff should take considerable time to select small groups of children, to create their ‘special bubble’.  Friendship groups should be supported to ensure that children feel safe and happy in their return to the early years setting.  Staff will know the children well and discussions together as a staff team will support decisions.
Option 2
Depending on the space available, settings could choose to adapt the above approach but have groups rotating around different areas rather than staying within the same space. If adopting this approach, resources would still need to be carefully selected and thoroughly washed at the end of each session before being used by the new group. 

Option 1
Children would be divided into groups or “Bubbles” with each group being allocated a different area of the playroom which would become their ‘Special Space’. Whilst there will be some static furniture in each area, staff will need to be creative in their approach to ensure the provision is rich. Children as far as possible will be with the same consistent staff, who should ensure the quality of the provision of their area. Children and adults would work together to create their space, providing opportunities for experimenting, imaginative and creative play. The key to the success of this model will be having a smaller selection of carefully selected resources with adults who interact imaginatively. It would be up to that key worker to ensure that any experiences that cannot be offered indoors within the space could be provided outdoors instead.
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